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My exchange year in Japan
Jonas Guse

I am now in Japan for 6 months and I will stay for 4 more months here. At first, school
was very hard for me because I was not able to speak any Japanese, but over time my Japanese
got better. It is still not perfect but I have started to make friends and joined the Kendo
club.

I really enjoy Kendo so I try to do my best to learn very fast and I take any advice I could
get. I started to feel like someone who has been accepted in the culture in the Kendo club.
I sometimes even forget that I will go back home to Germany one day. I practice Kendo very
hard and have even decided to play Kendo when I am back in Germany. I want to teach the
German Kendo players the right way of traditional Kendo, and bring them closer to the Japanese
culture.

I want to tell my friends in Germany about my school life .Everything and really everything
is different between Japanese and German schools. My day in Germany starts at 7am in the
morning when I wake up, and after that I walk for about 5 minutes to my school. My school
starts at 8am and ends at 3pm or even earlier. We do not have a homeroom class in the morning.
Neither do we have clubs in school to join. The sport class in Japan impresses me very much.
Nearly every day, Japanese students have sport classes. In Germany, we have sport classes
too, but the first difference is that, girls and boys are in different classes here. 1 think
the sport classes are much harder in Japan, but I enjoy the teamwork and that everyone  tries
to give his best.

Now I have four more months before I go back to Germany, I just can say that I am happy
that I am doing an exchange year in Japan. It will be in my memories forever because it
is a really unique experience for me, since Japan is so far away from Germany and I never
thought I could do an exchange in such a place.
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